
I have used this digital camera for over a year now and read through the book when I first got it, but of course I 
forgot how to use several of the features.  So this was a good opportunity to go back and learn how to do several 
things that I wanted to.  
 
Self-Timer 
I had never used the self-timer before.  I used it to take the picture of myself in my office. It’s hard to take a 
picture of yourself and get it to look ok – I had a goofy look on my face because you’re waiting those 10 
seconds for it to go off!  It was easy to do and I’m glad to have done it so I know how it works. 

 
 
Flash 
I use the flash all the time – many times I take pictures with and without it.  The ease of use on this camera is 
one of my favorite features.  If you don’t want the flash, you just shut the flash door – it’s great! I do use the 
flash fill occasionally as shown below but I really haven’t had the need to use the red-eye.  Most of my pictures 
don’t have that problem and it’s easy enough to fix in graphics if I need to. I find the flashing of the flash quite 
distracting and disorienting to kids so I don’t use it. But I thought I’d try to see if I could capture what was on a 
computer screen – it’s not very useful, but here’s my examples with and without flash.  Good thing we have 
screen capture programs! 

Computer Screen with Flash  



Computer Screen without Flash 

 
Without the flash, you can actually see what it is and it’s the Eye Spy game but there’s still a reflection on the 

screen and you can’t read any of the text. 
 

 
Optical Zoom 
I use zoom all the time – I recommend people don’t buy a camera without a basic optical zoom unless they 
really want a cheap one.  It’s one of my favorite and most useful features. 
 

Zoomed out: 

 



Zoomed in: 

  
 
Exposure Adjustment 
This is a feature that I often use on other cameras and didn’t know how to use on this one so this was a great 
opportunity to experiment and figure it out. I am often in the situation in a school where there are a lot of 
windows and backlighting. I grabbed my useless but cooperative Maxwell and stuck him in front of the window 
for these trials: 
 

First shot – no flash, regular automatic settings: 

 
 



Adjustment set to Plus 1 – Best exposure but terrible picture because he wasn’t exactly cooperating! 

 
 

Adjust set to Plus 2 (+2) – too overexposed. It would have to be pretty bright to use this one. 

 
 



This is minus 1 (-1) – of course too dark! 

 
 

This is minus 2 (-2): 

 



And finally, a flash fill shot of same with no aperture adjustments: 

 
 

The flash fill actually produced the best shot (except for the reflection off the window) but is a bit dull and flat. 
Sometimes I prefer natural lighting so would probably try both aperture adjustments and flash fills and decide 

when I see them later.  One of the best features of digital photography! 


